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Walking for AIDS awareness
Brandon LaChance
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Candles were lit and appreciation was given Tuesday as students
and faculty members walked in the
name of AIDS.
Forty-five people began a candlelight walk in front of Brush
Towers to kick off AIDS Awareness
Week at SIUC, which collaborates
with World AIDS Day on Friday.
Participants crossed the footbridge
over U.S. Highway 51 and ended
up at the Student Center.
The volunteers were handed
candles inside small plastic cups.
The candles were lit, and the group
began walking to support people
who have been affected by AIDS.
Student Center Deputy Director
Susan Coriasco said the walk was
in recognition of those living with
AIDS and was an effort to spread
awareness about the disease.
She said it was the first awareness
walk at the university in six years.
“The candlelight walk brings
awareness to AIDS,” Coriasco said.
“We decided to pick up the gauntlet
this year by having our first candlelight walk in order to educate the
community and SIUC students.”
The SIUC Wellness Center,
Jackson County Health Department
and the Multicultural Student
Programming Council sponsored
the walk, which was hosted by the
Student Center Special Programs and
Center Events.
Brandon Williams, a junior
from Peoria studying journalism,
said the walk was a great collective
effort to show support.
“It’s a great way to get people
to stand as one for those who have
died from AIDS or who have the
disease,” Williams said. “AIDS has
killed a lot of African-American
men and women, so this is a collective effort to give them support.”
Amy Peradotta, a coordinator for
the Student Center Special Programs
and Center Events, said she hoped
the walk drew attention to AIDS
because she feels people think they
are immune to the problem.
“No one wants to talk about
AIDS,” Peradotta said. “People

Sporting
goods store
coming to
Carbondale
David Lopez
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Nikki Hornsberry, coordinator of Student Programs and Center Events, and Keilin Hopkins-Bey, a
sophomore in Administration of Justice, light candles Tuesday evening outside of Grinnell Dining Hall.
Hornsberry and Hopkins-Bey participated in the candlelight walk for AIDS Awareness Week.
think they are immune to it. If they
know someone with the disease
then they don’t, but others feel
that it couldn’t happen to them.
It could happen to their brother,
sister, mom, dad or son. They are
not immune.”
Tiphani Lenoir, a junior from
Olympia Fields studying advertising, said it was a great cause and
should help spread awareness of the
disease.
“I think it is a good cause
because AIDS doesn’t affect one
race or culture. It affects everybody,” Lenoir said.
Coriasco and Peradotta said they
were excited about the turnout.
“I am very happy with the turnout,” Coriasco said. “This shows
people care and are aware. I hope
we have turnouts like this for the
rest of the week.”

Hard-to-find sporting goods
might no longer be hard to find
for Carbondale residents.
Mayor Brad Cole and
DLC Property Management
announced Tuesday that Dick’s
Sporting Goods plans to set up
shop in the building formerly
occupied by K-Mart, located in
the University Place Shopping
Center on Illinois Route 13.
“This is going to provide
products that aren’t currently
available in the region,” Cole
said. “There is nothing like this
anywhere in the area.”
Dick’s is a national retailer
that operates more than 250
stores nationwide. It is one of the
largest retailers of sporting goods,
including hunting, fishing, camping and recreational equipment.
Mayor Brad Cole said several
retailers were considered for the
property, but in the end, the
sporting goods store proved to
be the best fit.
Cole said the other retailers that were in contention for
the spot are still in talks with
the city to bring their stores to
Carbondale.
The new store joins Best Buy,
PETCO, Shoe Carnival and
Barnes & Noble in University
Place. It will occupy approximately 45,000 square feet and
should be open by fall 2007.
Construction for the new store
should begin in early 2007.
“It’s more jobs coming in,”
Cole said of the new retailer.
“It’s something we don’t have
in the area, so there will be no
duplication.”
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Carbondale resident Danielle Cox helps her daughter Jayla Ware,
2, put one of the 2,454 flags, which represent women living with
AIDS, into the ground Tuesday in front of the Student Center.

David Lopez can be reached at
618-536-3311 ext. 273 or
david_lopez@dailyegyptian.com.

Maximum questions for minimum wage increase
Alicia Wade
Dave Lopez
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The proposed minimum wage increase in
Illinois may leave some workers with visions
of dollar signs dancing in their heads, but it
could spell trouble for employers, including
SIUC.
On Tuesday, a House committee approved
Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s proposed $1 increase
to minimum wage. The bill has already
been approved by the Illinois Senate and
is awaiting approval from the full House of
Representatives.
Under the governor’s plan, the state’s
minimum wage would rise to $7.50 an hour
beginning July 1 from the previous $6.50
wage.
Blagojevich’s proposal also includes a
plan starting in January 2008 in which minimum wage would be indexed to inflation.
According to the press release, this action
allows for an annual adjustment in pay to
keep salaries on par with rising prices.

The last minimum wage increase in
Illinois took effect in 2004. It raised the state’s
minimum wage to $6.50 per hour from the
federal rate of $5.15 per hour. Currently, the
federal minimum wage remains at $5.15 per
hour, according to the Illinois Department
of Labor’s Web site.
SIU spokesman Dave Gross said a state
minimum wage increase is a positive move
for student workers.
“We have generally found an increase to
be beneficial,” Gross said. “There are hundreds, if not thousands, of student workers
it would benefit.”
He also said higher student wages help to
defray the cost of high education. However,
the increase in pay for student workers will
come at a cost to SIUC.
The increase would cost about $1.3 million a year, said SIUC Budget Director Carol
Henry. Student workers would benefit from
the increase, as all student workers would
see a dollar increase in salary no matter what
their current salary is, Henry said.
She went on to say that student workers

usually do not have to suffer the layoff woes
other workers might have because of the
high turnover in student jobs. When minimum wage increased in the past, student
jobs did not suffer any layoffs.
The effects of the increase might be more
drastic for the rest of the state.
Carbondale area State Rep. Mike Bost,
said he is against the proposed minimum
wage increase.
“It’s nothing but a political hoop-hah,”
Bost said. “I believe you’ll see a reduction
in jobs.”
Bost, a Republican, said the proposed
increase might sound like a good idea on
paper but would probably hurt the average
worker in Illinois. He said he would much
rather see the increase occur on a national
level, so as to keep the Illinois job market
competitive for employers.
With the proposed wage increase only
happening in Illinois, many business owners
might close down or move to another state
altogether to avoid rising costs.
“My district is a border district, so I can

“It’s“ nothing but a political
hoop-hah. I believe you’ll see a
reduction in jobs.
— Mike Bost
state representative

see a lot of my business being chased into
another state,” Bost said.
The proposed increase would probably
force some employers to layoff some of their
staff because of higher payouts for workers
compensation and unemployment benefits,
he said. Places that pay minimum wage
would also have to raise the prices of their
goods or services to compensate for the wage
increase.
Alicia Wade can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 274 or
alicia_wade@dailyegyptian.com.
Dave Lopez can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 273 or
dave_lopez@dailyegyptian.com.
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NEWS BRIEFS

The Vagina
Monologues auditions
• 6 to 8 p.m. today at the McLeod Stage
• Individual auditions, sign up in green
room in theatre department

Urban Indians

• 7 p.m. today at the Student Center
in the Missouri Room
• Joseph Podlasek, director of the
American Indian Center of Chicago,
will speak

‘Mino-Bima-Diziwin:
The Good Life’

• 7 p.m. Thursday at the Student Center
in the Ohio Room
• Film and discussion

Obama to visit first-in-nation primary state

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — Democratic Sen. Barack Obama, who is mulling a presidential bid,
will travel to New Hampshire next month.
The Illinois senator will join New Hampshire Democrats on Dec. 10 for a belated celebration of their big win in the midterm election. It will be one of Obama’s first forays into an
early voting state.
Though still in his first term in the Senate, Obama has attracted national attention for his
fresh face, commanding speaking style and compelling personal story.
The race for the 2008 Democratic nomination is considered wide open, and at least a
dozen potential contenders are weighing formal bids.
Obama and New York Sen. Hillary Clinton, the front-runner should she enter the
Democratic race, have generated buzz with appearances in Iowa, but both have avoided
New Hampshire thus far.
“We are honored that Senator Obama has accepted our invitation to celebrate the historic, tidal wave victory New Hampshire’s Democrats experienced this November,” state party
Chairwoman Kathy Sullivan said Tuesday in announcing the visit.
Democrats took both of the state’s U.S. House seats, the Democratic governor won reelection by a record margin, and the historically GOP-dominated Legislature and Executive
Council both swung to Democratic control.

Illinois governor’s greetings to new parents came
right before Election Day — a coincidence?

Five Most Irritating
Things About
Christians

• 7 p.m. Thursday at the Life Science III
Auditorium

‘A Dixieland Christmas’

• 7:30 p.m. Friday at Shryock Auditorium
• Starring The Dukes of Dixieland
• Tickets available through all
Ticketmaster outlets

Southern Illinois
Alternative Gift Fair

• 3 to 6 p.m. Sunday at the Civic Center
• Featuring live music, refreshments,
international artisans

Coats for Kids

• Collecting Coats for children in the
community that will be donated to
local organizations through Friday
• Coats accepted at Kroger, Schnuck’s,
and Brown Gym Drops
• For more information contact
(618) 525-2676

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.

CHICAGO (AP) — Just weeks before Election Day, Jen and Andrew Fitzgibbon got a card
from Gov. Rod Blagojevich congratulating them on the birth of their new baby.
The only problem was that the Fitzgibbons’ youngest daughter, Lydia, wasn’t so new
anymore — she celebrated her first birthday the week the card arrived.
Batches of greeting cards bearing niceties from Blagojevich and his wife arrived in
mailboxes right before the spring and fall elections, raising new ethical questions about the
Illinois governor.
Blagojevich has been accused in recent months of awarding jobs and contracts to contributors and cronies. He has also been criticized for accepting a $1,500 check for his young
daughter from a friend whose wife had just landed a state job.
A state official said there was nothing political about the timing of the new-baby cards,
which are part of a nearly 20-year-old program to remind parents about immunizations for
their children. The state was just trying to dig out from a backlog, said Melaney Arnold, a
spokeswoman for the Illinois Department of Public Health, which oversees the program.
“It looks very coincidental, but it had nothing to do with the election,” Arnold said.
The state sent a batch of 13,792 cards in February — ahead of the March primary — and
three more batches totaling 89,185 cards in the two months before the November election.
Blagojevich, a Democrat, easily won a second term.
“I thought it was laughable,” said 29-year-old Andrew Fitzgibbon of Lincoln. “Here my
daughter is turning 1 and I get something congratulating me on her birth.”
The year before the election, the cards went out more regularly — eight batches in
January, March, April, May and August of 2005.
Nothing in state ethics laws prevents the cards from going out close to an election. But
Cindi Canary of the Illinois Campaign for Political Reform, a watchdog group, said the state
should have thought more about sending out cards emblazoned with the governor’s name
while he was in a heated race for re-election.
“I don’t think it would be wrong to expect a little more sensitivity,” Canary said.
Some of his critics don’t buy the health department’s explanation of the timing.
“You would have to be a real idealist and have unheard-of faith in human character in
general in order to not see this for what it is,” said Republican state Sen. Dale Righter.
Blagojevich spokeswoman Abby Ottenhoff brushed off the criticism. “We have nothing
to do with when cards are mailed,” she said.

CORRECTIONS

POLICE REPORTS

If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

University

SIUC student Mark T. Tolliver, 23, of
DuQuoin was arrested and charged with
driving under the influence of alcohol at
12:54 a.m. Sunday on East Grand Avenue at
South Illinois Avenue. Tolliver was released
on a personal recognizance bond.

Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.
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AccuWeather 5-Day Forecast for Carbondale

AccuWeather.com

®

TODAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Rather cloudy, a
shower

Thundery rains;
cooler

Flurries possible

Chilly with some
sun

Partly sunny and
cold

53°

68°

36°

56°

Illinois Weather

24°

41°

23°

41°

National Cities

Almanac
Carbondale through 3 p.m. yesterday

Rockford
58/32
Rock Island
60/30

Peoria
61/34

High/low yesterday .................... 63°/52°
Normal high/low ........................ 50°/31°

Precipitation:

24 hours ending 3 p.m. yest. ........ Trace
Month to date ............................... 2.88”
Normal month to date ................... 4.32”
Year to date ................................ 46.44”
Normal year to date .................... 41.84”

Sun and Moon

Quincy
60/28

Champaign
66/45
Springfield
66/38

Sunrise today ......................... 6:51 a.m.
Sunset tonight ........................ 4:39 p.m.
Moonrise today ...................... 1:15 p.m.
Moonset today ..................... 12:34 a.m.
First
Full
Last
New

Dec 4

Dec 20

Cairo
70/52

Today

Hi
66
68
66
62
69
68
56
68
70
61
60
58
66

Lo
39
54
45
38
49
43
29
51
59
34
28
32
38

W
sh
c
sh
sh
sh
sh
r
c
c
sh
r
r
sh

Hi
45
58
49
40
50
49
32
53
63
37
31
36
43

Dec 27

Thu.
Lo
26
36
34
28
38
30
25
35
39
24
22
27
29

W
r
r
r
r
r
r
sn
r
r
r
sn
sn
r

-20s

-0s

-10s
0s

-0s

0s

Winnipeg
Winnipeg
24/0

0s

20s

20s

30s

50s

20s

Los Angeles
65/45

Montreal
40s
52/45
Toronto
Toronto
50s 57/49

50s
Detroit
60s Detroit

10s

10s

20s

Denver
14/2

Chicago
Chicago
62/38

60s

Cold Front

Stationary
Front

El Paso
62/34

70s
La Paz
81/61

70s

64/51

80s

Chihuahua
70/41

70s

Thu.
Lo
56
55
40
29
14
40
18
28
49
52
58
65
38
45
33
55

W
c
c
t
r
pc
r
sn
s
t
t
c
pc
s
s
c
c

70s

Houston
80/66

80s
Monterrey
88/59

Shown are
noon positions
of weather
systems and
precipitation.
Temperature
bands are
highs for the
20s
day. Forecast
high/low
temperatures
30s are given for
selected
cities
40s

New York
New
York
59/55

Washington
Washington
64/52

Atlanta
68/55

80s

Hi
69
64
67
43
31
59
27
49
75
80
67
80
58
59
44
68

60s

70s

60s

Warm Front

20s

30s

Minneapolis
33/12

Billings
Billings
9/3

San
Francisco
56/41

10s

10s

Vancouver
Calgary
Calgary
32/31
3/1
Seattle
36/34

40s

W
pc
sh
c
t
sn
sh
r
s
pc
pc
c
pc
s
s
pc
pc

-0s

0s

40s

Lo
55
49
54
38
2
55
19
29
59
66
55
65
38
41
34
52

All forecasts and maps provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2006

20s

10s
Anchorage
Anchorage
30s 20/12

Regional Cities
City
Bloomington
Cape Girardeau
Champaign
Chicago
Danville
Edwardsville
Moline
Mt. Vernon
Paducah
Peoria
Quincy
Rockford
Springfield

Dec 12

Today

Hi
68
56
66
70
14
67
50
50
72
78
59
80
60
56
36
64

Legend: W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

National Weather Today

Carbondale
68/53

Shown is today’s
weather. Temperatures
are today’s highs
and tonight’s lows.

City
Atlanta
Boston
Cincinnati
Dallas
Denver
Indianapolis
Kansas City
Las Vegas
Nashville
New Orleans
New York City
Orlando
Phoenix
San Francisco
Seattle
Washington, DC

Temperature:

Chicago
62/38

22°

37°

Miami
Miami
83/75

Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice
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Students weigh in
on student government
Wayne Utterback
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Students came together Tuesday
armed with ideas to improve SIUC’s
student government, including creating more requirements to become a
member of Undergraduate Student
Government.
The 20 students, who hailed from
five of the university’s colleges, were
given six questions about both USG
and Graduate and Professional Student
Council to help a task force compile
recommendations to improve the two
bodies.
The Student Leadership Task Force
is a group that was formed by former
Chancellor Walter Wendler to evaluate the student government after many
years of problems with USG came to a
head in the spring semester.
College of Agricultural Sciences
Dean Gary Minish, who leads the task

force, said SIUC’s student government
does not need to be done away with, it
just needs a shot in the arm.
He said the committee’s intention
is to ensure that student government
functions to benefit all SIUC students.
Students from the colleges of
agricultural sciences, applied sciences
and arts, engineering, science and the
School of Law were invited to the
meeting. The students were split into
four groups and given six questions.
The questions dealt with topics such
as increasing participation, improving
campus communication, how representatives are selected and what other topics student government could address.
Most of the group’s answers focused
on USG, rather than GPSC.
David Macak, a junior from
Goreville studying electrical engineering, led one of the groups and said his
group hoped USG could become a
more honorable and prestigious body

for students to participate in.
They also identified public safety
and deferred maintenance of campus
buildings as issues USG needs to investigate.
The suggestions the students present will be put into a report to be submitted to university administrators.
One suggestion was that executives in student government should
be determined by a campuswide vote
while specific constituencies, such as
the College of Liberal Arts, should
be the only people able to vote for a
Liberal Arts senator.
GPSC President Jon Pressley said he
agreed with that idea and a few others.
“I liked the idea of having a student from each group on the Faculty
Senate,” said Pressley, who observed but
did not participate.
Another popular idea was adding
more requirements for students running for the senate. The focus groups

D AN CELVI ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Alicia Garcia (right), a senior studying plant and soil sciences and
agriculture systems, writes her group’s ideas during a focus-group
meeting regarding student government on Tuesday night.
listed things such as interviews by college deans, a GPA standard and having
students choose the senate candidates
to run.
Jeffrey Jaynes, a USG senator who
led one of the groups, said the requirements would make for higher-quality
senators instead of trying to fill seats
quickly.
The task force split the meetings
among SIUC’s colleges to allow for
extensive discussion with smaller groups.
The next meeting will be held Tuesday

at 6 p.m. at the Muckelroy Auditorium
in the Agriculture Building. Students
from the colleges not invited to the first
meeting are asked to attend.
Minish said he saw consistency in
the ideas students brought up in each
group.
“It was exciting,” Minish said.
“There were some awesome ideas.”
Wayne Utterback can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 268 or
wayne_utterback@dailyegyptian.com.

GLBT Resource Center funding still undecided
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Negotiations for funding a university-sponsored resource office for the
campus’ gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community remain at a standstill, but both sides said they hope to
have a solution within the next week.
Both sides were unwilling to disclose
where negotiations stood Tuesday but
said the numbers fall somewhere in
between the $20,000 requested for the
first year by the group of faculty and
staff helping to create the center and the
$8,000 offered by the administration
during a Sept. 20 meeting.
The GLBT Resource Center was
one of 12 recommendations submitted
to the provost’s office on the status of

the GLBT community in August 2005.
The center is patterned after similar
offices at Northern Illinois University,
Western Illinois University and the
University of Illinois.
Associate Chancellor for Diversity
Seymour Bryson said he hopes to have
the issue resolved sometime next week.
“We’ve made an offer, and it’s in the
process of being reviewed,” Bryson said.
Student Development Coordinator
Paulette Curkin — who is pegged to
be the center’s director — said the
administration’s offer for the first year is
unreasonable.
“I tried to, as nice as possible,
say to Dr. Bryson that the budget
they were offering was not a viable
budget,” Curkin said. “I couldn’t see
trying to, as they say, make a silk

purse out of a sow’s ear.”
She said the university so far has
done nothing to recognize and support
the campus GLBT community.
“There has to be someplace where
not only our gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender students can go to feel support but also where university administrators, faculty and staff people can go
and say, ‘How do I accommodate for
a transgender student that’s using the
Rec Center or has an office in Woody?
What restroom do they use?’ Those are
nitty-gritty questions that have real legal
implications,” Curkin said.
Bryson said he disagreed with
Curkin’s assessment that the university
has done nothing to make gay people
feel welcome.
“If we were not doing anything, we

would not be negotiating,” Bryson said.
College of Mass Communication
and Media Arts Dean Manjunath
Pendakur is leading the negotiations
between the group and administration.
He said funding for the center in the
first several years is necessary to become
a credible resource.
“Having such a resource center is not
only helpful to students but also sends a
very positive signal to the world at large
that we’re not only a tolerant community of difference, but we actually embrace
difference,” Pendakur said.
Saluki Rainbow Network co-director Felicia Cunningham, a junior from
Streator studying art history, described
the negotiations as “frustrating” and “a
slap in the face.”
“It’s been pretty apparent that

the administration is not willing to
move forward and keep up with the
contemporary times of being gayfriendly,” Cunningham said. “We
are lagging behind by not having
this resource center.”
She estimated there are more than
300 openly gay students on campus who
would benefit from the center’s services.
“That is a significant portion of the
student population, so for those kids
to be neglected is completely unfair,”
Cunningham said. “We’re not asking
for you to say, ‘Oh I love gay people,’
but you have to show respect for us as
human beings.”
Sean McGahan can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com.
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President asks
allies for help
in Afghanistan
Tom Raum
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RIGA, Latvia — Under intense
pressure to change course, President
Bush on Tuesday rejected suggestions
Iraq has fallen into civil war and vowed
not to pull U.S. troops out “until the
mission is complete.”
At the opening of a NATO summit, Bush also urged allies to increase
their forces in Afghanistan to confront
a strengthening Taliban insurgency.
On the eve of his visit to Jordan for
meetings with Iraqi Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki, Bush portrayed the
battles in both Afghanistan and Iraq
as central fronts in a war “against the
extremists who desire safe havens and
are willing to kill innocents anywhere
to achieve their objectives.”
The stakes in Iraq are huge for
Bush. His war policies were repudiated
in U.S. midterm elections that handed
control of Congress to Democrats. A
bipartisan blue-ribbon panel is about to
issue a report proposing changes in the
administration’s approach in Iraq. And
al-Maliki’s government itself sometimes seems to be at cross purposes
with Washington.
Bush set the stage for the Jordan
talks with a speech at the NATO
summit here and at an earlier news
conference in neighboring Estonia. The
president said he was flexible and eager
to hear al-Maliki’s ideas on how to ease
the violence.
“There’s one thing I’m not going
to do, I’m not going to pull our
troops off the battlefield before the
mission is complete,” Bush declared
in his speech. There are about

“ one thing I’m not
“There’s

going to do, I’m not going
to pull our troops off the
battlefield before the
mission is complete.
— George W. Bush
U.S. President

140,000 U.S. forces in Iraq.
Earlier, speaking with reporters in
Tallinn during a joint news conference
with Estonia’s president, Bush would
not debate whether Iraq had fallen into
civil war and blamed the increasing
bloodshed on a pattern of sectarian
violence that he said was set in motion
last winter by al-Qaida followers.
“I’m going to bring this subject up,
of course, with Prime Minister Maliki,”
Bush said. “My questions to him will
be: What do you need to do to succeed?
What is your strategy in dealing with
the sectarian violence?”
Bush said he realized that “no question it’s dangerous there, and violent.
And the Maliki government is going to
have to deal with that violence, and we
want to help them do so.”
Bush has been coming under
increasing pressure, both overseas and
at home, to reach out more to other
countries, particularly to Syria and Iran
to help with a solution in Iraq.
Such a recommendation may be
among those issued by the Iraq Study
Group headed by former Secretary of
State James A. Baker III and former
Democratic Rep. Lee Hamilton. The
group is expected to finish its work next
month.

C HUCK KENNEDY ~ MCT

U.S. Rep Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), who is slated to become Speaker of the House in the next
legislative session, meets with Italian Deputy Prime Minister Francesco Rutelli, right, in her office
at the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday.

Pope condemns religious violence
Victor L. Simpson
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A N KARA , Turkey — Pope
Benedict XVI urged leaders of all
religions Tuesday to “utterly refuse”
to support any form of violence in
the name of faith, while Turkey’s top
Muslim cleric complained to the pontiff of growing “Islamophobia” in the
world.
As he began his first visit to a
Muslim country — a trip that drew
extraordinary security but few onlookers — Benedict sought a careful balance as he extended friendship and
brotherhood to Muslims, hoping to
end the outcry from many Muslims
over his remarks linking Islam to violence.
He expressed support for Turkey’s
efforts to join the European Union,

moving away from opposition he
voiced when he was a cardinal.
But the German pope also hammered away at key points of his 18month papacy, telling diplomats that
leaders of all religions must “utterly
refuse to sanction recourse to violence
as a legitimate expression of faith.”
He avoided mention of any specific religion, even as he decried terrorism and the “disturbing conflicts
across the Middle East.”
Benedict also said guarantees of
religious freedom are essential for a
just society, and the Vatican said he
raised specific issues such as property
rights of Turkey’s tiny 32,000-member
Catholic community during talks with
Turkish officials.
His comments could be reinforced later during the four-day visit
when the pope meets in Istanbul with

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
I, the spiritual leader of the world’s
Orthodox Christians.
The pope is expected to call for
greater rights and protections for
Christian minorities in the Muslim
world, including the small Greek
Orthodox community in Turkey.
The 79-year-old made reconciliation a priority of his first day, taking
on a taxing series of meetings that saw
him needing a drink of water after
coughing repeatedly while addressing
diplomats in the last public appearance in the evening.
Benedict’s journey is extraordinarily sensitive, a closely watched pilgrimage full of symbolism that could
offer hope of religious reconciliation
or deepen what many say is a growing divide between the Christian and
Islamic worlds.

Boot camp staff charged with manslaughter in teen’s death
“ is a good day for me.
“Today
Marcus Kabel

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

P ENSACOLA, Fla. — Seven
former guards at a juvenile boot camp
were charged with aggravated manslaughter Tuesday in the videotaped
pummeling of a 14-year-old boy who
later died — a case that led to the
dismantling of Florida’s military-style
detention system for young offenders.
Also charged was a nurse who can
be seen on the tape watching as guards
repeatedly kneed and hit Martin Lee
Anderson during a 30-minute scuffle
on Jan. 5. Guards said the boy was

uncooperative and had refused to participate in exercises.
The teen collapsed in the exercise
yard at the camp in Panama City and
died at a hospital the next day.
The death sparked protests at the
state Capitol and led to a shake-up in
Florida’s criminal justice system and the
resignation of Florida’s top law enforcement officer.
If convicted, the former guards and
the nurse could get up to 30 years in
prison. Bail was set at $25,000 each.
Nurse Kristin Anne Schmidt did
not show up for an initial appearance Tuesday, and her attorney did not

return a phone call from The Associated
Press.
Bob Pell, an attorney for former
guard Joseph Walsh II, said: “I was
hoping cooler heads would prevail, but
we will deal with this as it comes down.
We understood the political pressure
that was brought to bear.”
Waylon Graham, attorney for Lt.
Charles Helms, the highest-ranking
officer charged, said that he had long
anticipated charges and that Helms’
family has saved money for bail.
Anderson had been sent to the boot
camp for violating probation in a theft
case. Boot camps often use grueling

exercise to instill discipline in juvenile
delinquents.
An initial autopsy found Anderson
died of complications of sickle cell trait,
a usually benign blood disorder. But
after an uproar and cries of a cover-up,
a second autopsy was conducted by
another medical examiner, and it concluded Anderson suffocated because of
the actions of guards.
Dr. Vernard Adams, who performed
the second autopsy, said the suffocation
was caused by hands blocking the boy’s
mouth, as well as the “forced inhalation
of ammonia fumes” that caused his vocal
cords to spasm, blocking his airway.

I’m finally getting justice
for my baby.

— Gina Jones
mother of Martin Lee Anderson

The guards said in an incident
report that they used ammonia capsules five times on Anderson to gain
his cooperation.
“Today is a good day for me,”
said Gina Jones, Anderson’s mother.
“I’m finally getting justice for my
baby.”
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Gunbattle with U.S. soldiers leaves six
dead in Iraq, including an infant

Lawmakers scuffle in Mexican congress

French doctors call partial face transplant
a success, say patient is gaining mobility

BAG H DA D, Iraq (AP) — U.S. soldiers fought with suspected insurgents using a building as a safe house in Ramadi on Tuesday, killing
one Iraqi man and five females, ranging in age from an infant to
teenagers, the U.S. military said.
Ramadi, 70 miles west of Baghdad, has been the scene of some of
Iraq’s fiercest fighting between U.S. forces and Sunni insurgents. It is
the capital of Anbar province, where many Iraqi insurgents are based.
The bloodshed came on a day that saw sectarian violence kill
nine other Iraqis and wound about 50, police said. The bodies of 50
torture victims also were discovered, most of them in Baghdad and
the city of Baqouba to the north, police said. Several of the corpses
had been dumped at a bus station or outside a government building.
The battle in Ramadi began when a U.S. patrol discovered
a roadside bomb in the Hamaniyah section of the city, and two
suspected insurgents fled to a house, where they took up positions
on the roof, the military said.

M E X I CO CI T Y (AP) — Leftist and ruling party lawmakers came to
blows in Congress on Tuesday amid preparations for the inauguration of President-elect Felipe Calderon, who named to his Cabinet
a career ambassador and a governor tied to a violent crackdown on
demonstrators.
Tuesday’s fight was likely a preview of protests to come as
Calderon prepares to be sworn in Friday, taking charge of a fiercely
divided nation after beating leftist Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador by
less than a percentage point.
The congressional chaos began after conservative legislators
took over the podium, amid rumors that leftist lawmakers planned
to seize Congress, as they did before President Vicente Fox’s Sept. 1
state-of-the-nation speech.
The leftists quickly followed, and scuffles broke out as Jorge
Zermeno, the president of the lower house, called repeatedly for
calm. He then suspended the session until Friday’s inauguration, but
lawmakers from both parties remained in the chambers, refusing to
leave. Party leaders were in talks to end the standoff.

PARIS (AP) — A year after a French woman received the world’s
first partial face transplant, doctors say the operation was a success, and she is gaining more and more sensitivity and facial
mobility.
As British and American doctors work on plans for a first fullface transplant, the medical team at the hospital in Amiens in
northern France issued a new photo and a statement Monday,
exactly a year after they transplanted the lips, nose and chin of a
brain-dead woman onto Isabelle Dinoire.
In the new photo, Dinoire is almost smiling, and appears
to have better control over her face than she did at a news
conference in February, her only formal public appearance since
the operation.
Dinoire’s immune system nearly rejected the transplant
twice, the doctors’ statement said, but she was given immunodepressants that helped overcome the threat.
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Chancellor search committee members to be decided this week
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Participants of the 15-member
committee in the nationwide search
for SIUC’s next chancellor will be
determined Thursday and announced
sometime next week, Vice President
for Academic Affairs John Haller said
Tuesday.
The committee will consist of
Haller, seven faculty members, two
staff members, an undergraduate student, a graduate student, an academic
dean, a graduate and a community
member.
“The president and I will sit down
and try to put together a broad representative group of faculty, students,
alumni, et cetera that can do the job,”

Haller said.
Haller said he expects the entire
search process, which includes the hiring of a private search firm, advertising,
and travel and receptions for candidates, to cost approximately $100,000.
The process is funded by the campus
and not by the president’s office, he
said.
SIU President Glenn Poshard
announced the demotion of former
Chancellor Walter Wendler on Nov. 8,
citing communication problems, insufficient leadership skills and declining
enrollment as factors. Wendler, who
took over the campus in 2001, now
has the status of a tenured professor of
architecture.
John Dunn, SIUC’s provost since
2002, is serving as interim chancellor

Textbooks reported
stolen at Faner Hall
Ryan Rendleman
DAILY EGYPTIAN

More textbooks have been reported
stolen after a week of feasting, which
is the third crime of its kind since the
start of the semester.
On Nov. 26 at approximately 2:30
p.m., SIUC police were notified that a
break-in occurred at Faner Hall. SIUC
Police Chief Todd Sigler said 16 textbooks valued at approximately $1,000
were reported stolen from the fourth
floor of the building.
Sigler said it is estimated the burglary occurred sometime between Nov.
22-26. He said this was all the information the police had at this time.
Sigler said textbooks have been stolen
from both the Agriculture Building
and Rehn Hall.

“We had an incident at the
Agriculture Building, and we’ve had
one that we know of at Rehn,” he
said.
He said some books were recovered
outside Rehn Hall after it had been
burglarized, and he said a groundsworker found books stolen from the
Agriculture Building in Thompson
Woods.
Sigler said it would be speculative
to suggest the incidents occurred from
a repeat offender but said the incidences did bear some resemblance to one
another and are under investigation.
“There are some similarities
that we’re investigating,” he said.
Ryan Rendleman can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 258 or
Ryan_Rendleman@dailyegyptian.com.

while the search is under way. He has
said he would entertain an invitation
from the search committee to be a
candidate.
According to a document detailing
the procedures for selecting a chancellor, the Search Advisory Committee
will be charged with assisting Poshard
in identifying “a pool of finalists who
have the leadership qualities, experience, personal attributes, and desire to
serve as chancellor.”
Assistant Vice President for
Financial and Administrative Affairs
Corey Bradford said the search for
Wendler in 2001 cost $125,339.72,
and the presidential search for Poshard
in 2005 cost approximately $162,000.
The chancellor’s salary is $229,000.
According to the chancellor search

document, the committee will be
responsible for advertising the position,
conducting interviews with applicants
and developing a list of five to 10
candidates for the president’s consideration.
Haller said advertisements for the
position would go out in January and
would include extensive mailings to
universities nationwide.
Haller said he hopes to have the
first search committee meeting sometime in December.
He would not comment on whether he has received any applications for
the position yet but said he expects
to have applicants from a variety of
different sources, ranging from the
search firm applicants to independent
nominations.

The committee will interview a
pared-down list of applicants off campus in late May or early April, and
from those interviews it will identify
a short list to submit to the president,
Haller said.
He said he hopes to have this list of
candidates sometime before the spring
semester ends.
“We certainly want to have the candidates here before school is out so the
students, faculty and staff will have an
opportunity to meet the candidates in
a number of settings,” Haller said. “We
wouldn’t bring the candidates here if
we couldn’t do that.”
Sean McGahan can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com.

Mother accused of microwaving baby
James Hannah
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DAY TON , Ohio — A mother was arrested on suspicion of
murdering her newborn daughter
by microwaving the baby in an
oven.
China Arnold, 26, was jailed
Monday on a charge of aggravated murder, more than a year after
she brought her dead month-old
baby to a hospital. Bail was set
Tuesday at $1 million.
“We have reason to believe,
and we have some forensic evidence that is consistent with our
belief, that a microwave oven was
used in this death,” said Ken
Betz, director of the Montgomery
County coroner’s office.
He said the evidence included
high-heat internal injuries and the
absence of external burn marks on

the baby, Paris Talley.
Arnold was arrested soon after
the baby’s death in August 2005,
then was released while authorities investigated further.
Betz said the case was difficult
because “there is not a lot of scientific research and data on the
effect of microwaves on human
beings.”
The death was ruled homicide
by hyperthermia, or high body
temperature.
The absence of external burns
ruled out an open flame, scalding water or a heating pad as the
cause, Betz said.
Arnold’s lawyer, Jon Paul Rion,
said his client had nothing to do
with her child’s death and was
stunned when investigators told
her that a microwave might have
been involved.
“China — as a mother and a

person — was horrified that such
an act could occur,” Rion said.
The night before the baby was
taken to the hospital, Arnold and
the child’s father went out for a
short time and left Paris with a
baby sitter, Rion said.
The mother didn’t sense anything out of the ordinary until the
next morning, when the child was
found unconscious, Rion said.
Arnold has three other children.
In 2000, a Virginia woman was
sentenced to five years in prison
for killing her month-old son
in a microwave oven. Elizabeth
Renee Otte claimed she had no
memory of cramming her son in
the microwave and turning on the
appliance in 1999.
Experts said that Otte suffered
from epilepsy and that her seizures were followed by blackouts.
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Reveal colleges’ quality rankings
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

A

mericans who know every
detail about college football
rivals would have trouble
finding information to assess the
quality of education at those
universities.
Average
yards rushing per game?
Sure. Average
gain in writing
or analytical
skills in four
years? Five-year
graduation rate?
Students’ access
to faculty?
Probable cost of a diploma? Don’t
look for it on the Web site.
It’s time for colleges and universities to enter the Information Age,
making data on student progress
and performance easily available to
parents and students. Information on
educational value should be a prereq-

It’s time for colleges
and universities to
enter the Information
Age, making data on
student progress and
performance easily
available to parents
and students.

uisite to asking families for a hefty
tuition. It’s clear not everyone is getting a higher education in college.
In a report released in September,
U.S. Education Secretary Margaret
Spellings’ Commission on the Future
of Higher Education called for creating a national higher-education database that would help families compare colleges by showing which are
the most effective in helping students
earn a degree.
That’s important to know: Half
of students who go to college don’t
earn a degree in six years. Graduation
rates tend to be highest at selective
colleges and lowest at colleges that
admit students with minimal grades
and test scores, but there are significant differences at every level.
In addition, Spellings wants to
offer matching funds to colleges that
collect and publicize data from the
Collegiate Learning Assessment,
the National Survey of Student
Engagement and other tools to measure students’ learning experiences.
A growing number of institutions

use these assessments for internal use
but shy away from sharing the data
publicly. They should make it available.
Regional accrediting bodies also
are getting into the act, pushing colleges to show how they measure students’ learning.
Tuition rose 51 percent at public
four-year institutions and 36 percent
at private colleges from 1995 to 2005,
the commission found. In the same
decade, the percentage of college
graduates who can read and understand a complex text declined from
40 to 31, according to the National
Assessment of Adult Literacy. Other
studies find college graduates who
have trouble with basic mathematical
reasoning.
In a Sept. 26 speech to the
National Press Club, Spellings said
parents and students need to understand their choices.
“If you want to buy a new car, you
go online and compare a full range of
models, makes and pricing options,”
Spellings said. “And when you’re

done you’ll know everything from
how well each car holds its value
down to wheel size and number of
cup-holders. The same transparency
and ease should be the case when
students and families shop for colleges, especially when one year of college can cost a lot more than a car.”
Spellings will hold a higher education summit in 2007 that will try to
build consensus on these issues, as
well as other ideas in the commission
report.
Despite the fears of higher
education leaders, this is not “No
Undergrad Left Behind.” There are
no proposals to require colleges to use
a standard test, no federal schemes
to rate or rank colleges. The higher
education sector is far too diverse to
be judged by any one measure.
But, as college costs soar and
young people feel increasing pressure
to earn a degree, families need to
know more than the average SAT of
admitted students or what percentage of applicants were turned away.
Knowledge is power.

GUEST COLUMN

Holding the line on news pollution
Edward Wasserman
THE MIAMI HERALD

The exuberant growth of the
Internet keeps churning out new
opportunities to be heard among
people who until now were silent.
The YouTube phenomenon, in which
millions of videos are uploaded and
shared by nonprofessionals, is only
the latest marker in this democratization of content.
But with this vastly expanded
access comes new challenges to traditional standards governing expression. On the Internet, does anything
go? Should there be rules?
Professional
communicators
— journalists, for instance — have
norms governing veracity, disclosure,
advocacy and the like, which ought
to be helpful to the new legions of
Internet communicators in figuring
out what’s permissible and what isn’t.
The winsome teen who seems to
be uploading spontaneous reflections
on life and boys shouldn’t, under
those norms, actually be an actress
doing audition videos for some aspiring director. Nor should the young
man bragging about some new toy

be a secret hireling of the company
that sells it.
You would think that kind of
deception would have no place among
communication professionals.
Unfortunately, that’s not always
so. Consider the continuing presence
in local TV of commercially produced
reports that are incorporated into
news programming and sometimes
presented as if they were independently conceived by newsroom staff
rather than confected by outside publicists.
The video news release (VNR)
phenomenon created a stir last spring
when a Madison, Wisc., group called
the Center for Media and Democracy
released a report, “Fake TV News:
Widespread and Undisclosed.”
Researchers tracked 36 VNRs over
a 10-month period and identified
77 TV stations that had aired them,
without disclosing where they came
from and who paid to make them.
Most involved features on matters
such as health, food and the like in
which content could be readily spun
around the seamless integration of
promotional plugs.
Failure to disclose the VNRs’ ori-

MISSION STATEMENT

gins was roundly denounced by the
Radio-Television News Directors
Association and the Public Relations
Society of America, and the Federal
Communications
Commission
opened an inquiry.
Now, the same center has released
a second report on evidence that the
practice continues. VNRs on subjects ranging from laptop security
and dog medication to convertibles
and cataract treatments found their
way into 54 newscasts — 48 of them
with sources concealed — aired by
46 stations in 22 states during the
six months monitored by the center.
Among them:
• An 82-second newscast lifted
largely from a VNR supplied on
behalf of Allstate, which praised the
advantages of life insurance as a savings instrument, used narration provided by the publicists and featured
an Allstate official in front of the
company “good hands” logo.
• A segment made on behalf of
the Oticon A/S hearing aid was furnished to stations with overlays disclosing the source of the VNR. Of
the 15 stations that used the report
12 stripped out or concealed those

The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news,
information, commentary and public discourse, while helping readers
understand the issues affecting their lives.

disclosures.
• A report, “Global Warming: Hot
Air?”, which criticized claims that
an increased incidence of hurricanes
might be related to global warming,
was paid for by a PR and lobbying
group that works for Exxon- Mobil.
• Four stations aired VNRs with
publicists on-camera as if they were
part of the stations’ staffs, rather
than contractors working, in those
instances, for General Mills and
Siemens.
The stations involved, though
mainly small- and mid-market,
are not fringe operations. They are
owned, as Broadcasting & Cable
magazine noted, by such industry
stalwarts as News Corp., Tribune,
Gannett, Disney, the Washington
Post Co., Sinclair Broadcasting,
Media General and Univision.
The news directors association
seemed less concerned with new
evidence of nondisclosure — which
it considered sparse — than with
threat of a regulatory crackdown.
The report “provides no credible basis
upon which the FCC can justify
the extraordinary step of inserting
itself into broadcast newsrooms and

questioning their exercise of editorial
discretion.”
Maybe so. Besides, it would be
intolerable to have federal regulators
inspecting TV news transcripts for
what they deem proper attribution.
But the greater danger to TV
news isn’t from the FCC, it’s from
content pollution that could destroy
what’s left of its credibility.
We’re now flooded with content
that looks like news, via the Internet,
on cable, via cellphones, satellite
radio, iPods and the like. What’s
rare are the channels for real news,
and those franchises grow ever more
precious. The VNR inroads threaten
to make TV news indistinguishable
from the endlessly proliferating forms
of infotainment by which commercial
objectives are engulfing and corrupting the flow of essential news and
information.
The TV news business shouldn’t
need regulatory threats to understand
that the challenge isn’t just to its
integrity but to its survival.
Edward Wasserman is a professor of
journalism ethics at Washington and
Lee University.
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“ Country music is poetry for the poor. ”
Barrett Rochman
owner of Fred’s Dance Barn
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It’s not all fun and turkey over the holiday break. Often, Thanksgiving week gives students a chance to work on final projects.
We’re curious:

How much schoolwork did you do over the Thanksgiving break?
Undecided sophomore from Chicago:

REACHING US

“I finished a paper for sociology, but that’s it.”

Phone:
(618) 536-3311
News fax: (618) 453-8244
Ad fax:
(618) 453-3248
Email:
de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

Chanel Martin
Senior with degree from Carbondale:

“Probably at least two days worth.”
Scott Schuette

EDITOR IN CHIEF:
ANDREA ZIMMERMANN

EXT.

252

MANAGING EDITOR
JENNIFER FRENCH

EXT.

253

ADVERTISING MANAGER:
MARQUES ANDERSON

EXT.

230

CLASSIFIED MANAGER:
STEVE NWANGUMA

EXT.

225

BUSINESS OFFICE:
MATT DREUTH

EXT.

223

AD PRODUCTION MANAGER:
EXT. 244
LUCY MUSIELAK

Junior from Chicago studying administration of justice:

“I had a poli-sci paper that was due today actually, and that was probably about it.”
Claudette Henderson
Junior from Chester studying mathematics:

“Not nearly enough and then way too much over the weekend.”
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Senior from Evergreen Park studying physical education:

“Not any, I was actually recovering from surgery.”
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Student government to the rescue
Matt Picchietti
GUEST COLUMNIST

What’s the most important
thing for students at SIU? Our
lifestyles.
Whether you spend most of
your time dodging falling bricks
when studying at Morris Library or
dodging the ‘five-0’ and drinking at
‘80s night, your lifestyle is important to you.
SIU lifestyles are diverse. Rock
on.
So everyone has a lifestyle that’s
unique and all, but at the same
time, we all share a common standard of living. There are important
policies that are the same no matter
who you are. Those policies affect
our lifestyles and aren’t always right.
Why is this, and what can we do

about them?
I don’t think policies are meant
to be wrong. Often, lack of communication is the problem. Luckily,
a network of underutilized communicators is standing by.
OnStar? 411? Mom? No, it’s the
Student Government that has been
finding a style of communication
that is down with the down and in.
Does the common student know
who his or her senator is? Not yet,
but rest assured, we are working
hard to reach you.
Reversing political apathy is
supposed to be hard. But since it’s
the 21st century and all, that could
change.
I mean, what would happen if
everyone remembered to spend five
minutes a week Facebooking someone about campus issues? Answer:

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

Totally awesome things would happen.
Try it. When you’re ready to log
off Facebook, invest an extra five to
make your standard of living go up.
Send a paragraph or two.
The name on Facebook is
‘fightfor campusissues’; the email is
fight@siu.edu.
Fight Club is what is going to
make a difference in student life at
SIU. I’m not referring to the Chuck
Palahnuik novel or the film by
David Fincher. Fight Club is a new
project started by senators to get
students talking about and fighting for campus issues. It consists of
an informal, 30-minute discussion
about campus issues between students and their senators. Much like
the movie, multiple Fight Clubs
have been springing up all over

campus, and sometimes there is
even pizza. I encourage everyone to
check it out.
Representation starts like this:
I ask what would make your lifestyle better. You say, “____.” Then
I research “____,” give you the key
information and then the solution
to the problem. You enthusiastically
remark, “That is simply terrific!”
Finally, I work it out with
administrators, and the standard
of living goes up. Sha-Zam! Next
issue. Basically, the power of representation is why student government is totally cool.
Joe Yancey contributed to this column.
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Matt Picchietti is a junior from
Champaign studying psychology
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Christopher McCastle walks through campus Tuesday while being filmed by Mike McGinnis, both juniors studying cinema. McCastle and McGinnis are shooting the scene as part
of their horror film, “Fall Equinox.”
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Pelosi won’t choose Hastings
for House intelligence chair
Katherine Shrader
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N GT O N — In a
decision that could roil Democratic
unity in the new House, Speakerto-be Nancy Pelosi passed over Rep.
Alcee Hastings on Tuesday for the
chairmanship of the Intelligence
Committee.
Hastings, currently the No. 2
Democrat on the panel, had been
aggressively making a case for the
top position, supported by members
of the Congressional Black Caucus.
Critics pointed out that he had
been impeached when he was a federal judge and said naming him to
such a sensitive post would be a mistake just as the Democrats take over
House control pledging reforms.
“I am obviously disappointed
with this decision,” Hastings, DFla., said in a statement thanking
his supporters. “I will be seeking
better and bigger opportunities in a
Democratic Congress.”

He learned his bid for the chairmanship was unsuccessful during a
closed-door meeting with Pelosi on
Tuesday.
In a statement, Pelosi, D-Calif.,
said Hastings has made national
security his highest priority. “He has
served our country well, and I have
full confidence that he will continue
to do so,” she said.
In a sign of the bitterness that
has surrounded the debate, Hastings
closed his statement by saying:
“Sorry, haters, God is not finished
with me yet.”
The Black Caucus had no immediate comment.
A Democratic congressional aide,
who spoke on condition of anonymity about internal party deliberations, said Pelosi has not yet decided
who will get the position when the
new Congress convenes in January.
Rep. Silvestre Reyes, D-Texas, is
next in line in seniority and is considered a strong contender for the
job. Still, naming him would be a
snub to the current senior Democrat
on the panel, Jane Harman of

California. Her committee leadership term expires at year’s end, and
she could be reappointed by Pelosi.
Yet the two are believed to have
deep differences.
Hastings, who came to Congress
in 1992, was charged in an FBI
bribery sting but acquitted by a
federal jury in 1983. Some judicial
colleagues said Hastings fabricated
his defense, and their allegations
led to his impeachment by the U.S.
House in 1988. He was removed
from the bench by the Senate the
following year.
In 1997, the Justice Department
found an agent had falsely testified
against Hastings, but no action was
taken to reopen his case.
In 2000, Democrats passed
over another member of the
Congressional Black Caucus —
Rep. Sanford Bishop of Georgia
— for the senior Democratic spot
on the intelligence panel. Party
leaders had agreed to give the position to Harman when she ran for
Congress after an unsuccessful bid
to be California governor.

Owner of Missouri group home
where fire killed 10 was a convicted felon
Alan Scher Zagier
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A N D ER S O N , Mo. — The
owner of a group home where 10
people were killed in a suspicious
fire had been convicted in 2003
in a Medicare fraud case, raising
questions of whether he was legally
allowed to operate the place.
Robert Joseph Dupont, 62, was
found guilty for his part in a scheme
to bilk the federal program and was
sentenced to nearly two years in
federal prison.
Missouri law prohibits a felon
convicted of a crime involving a
health care facility from being an
“operator” or “principal” of a longterm care facility, but Dupont’s
exact role in the home for mentally
ill and elderly people was unclear.
The Missouri Department of
Health and Senior Services, which
licensed the home that burned
on Monday, did not immediately
return a call for comment.
Investigators are not calling
Dupont or anyone else a suspect
in the fire, and revealed little about
what may have sparked the blaze.
Fire officials said the flames originated in an area that included a living room and some bedrooms.

“There is no one at this point
that we are going to say is a suspect
or even a person of interest,” state
Highway Patrol Sgt. Jason Clark
said.
Coroner B.J. Goodwin said most
of the victims had been asleep when
the fire broke out, noting they were
found in their pajamas and were not
wearing shoes.
All of them died of smoke inhalation, he said.
Police said 33 residents and two
employees were there when the fire
started.
The blaze injured about two
dozen people and stunned this town
of 1,800 people in Missouri’s Ozark
hills.
As the investigation continued,
questions emerged about whether
Dupont actively oversaw the home’s
operation.
In a 2004 federal bankruptcy
petition, Dupont listed his occupation as executive director of the
Joplin-based group home operator
River of Life Ministries Inc. The
ministries group operates the group
home.
Nursing home industry watchdogs said Tuesday the distinctions
between a licensed operator and a
facility’s owner are murky.

“That’s something we’ve never
been able to determine,” said Phyllis
Kranbeck, secretary of the nonprofit Missouri Coalition for Quality
Care. “We just have never been able
to get a satisfactory answer.”
State records show Dupont and
his wife, LaVerne, own property
and buildings on the site of Joplin
group homes, with River of Life
Ministries as the licensed operator.
Robert Dupont was listed as a ministries officer in the group’s 2002
articles of incorporation.
A spokesman for Gov. Matt
Blunt said there is no prohibition
against a felon owning the land
and buildings for a group home.
“I’m told he is not affiliated with
this entity in any legal sense,” Blunt
spokesman Brian Hauswirth said.
The home had fire alarms but
no sprinklers. Under state law, it
was not required to have sprinklers
because it was only one story high
and it was built before 1980.
Also Tuesday, police identified
eight of the victims: Amy Brown,
37; Nathan Fisher, 52; Patricia
Henson, 54; Brian Rudnick, 33;
Don Schorzman, 57; Alta Lemons,
74; Isaiah Joyce, 25; and Glen Taff,
an employee of the home who was
believed to be 19.
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Joe Fox of Rochester throws his fishing line out on Campus Lake on Tuesday evening. Fox has been home for little over two months after serving in the U.S. Army in Iraq and
is waiting to start classes in the spring semester at SIU.
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by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Girls and Sports

By Linda Black
Today’s Birthday (11-29-06). This year starts out tough, or at
least challenging. Don’t worry - you’ll emerge triumphant. The
harder you work, the luckier you’ll get.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest
day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 9 - Scrimp, save, use
coupons and ask for money you’ve been promised. Don’t spend
an extra cent. You don’t need to, and you’ll be glad later you
didn’t.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 7 - Don’t talk about
your finances, even to your good friends. Be humble and appreciative of anything you get. And hold onto it.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 7 - Changes in the situation require quick adaptations in your response. Luckily, you’re
good at this. Keep your objective in mind.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is an 8 - Be very careful if
you go shopping, and don’t get a lottery ticket. You’re more likely
to waste money now than you are to get a marvelous deal.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is an 8 - Your family is very
important but you don’t always take the time to let them know
how much you care. Say it tonight, with funny movies.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a 7 - You don’t need to
start a controversy. Let somebody else do that. Take notes and
keep what you learn to yourself. Good information has value.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 7 - Pretend you’re broke
even if you’re not. It’s a good habit to acquire. Recycle and repair
whatever you can. Keep your cash for more important things.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is an 8 - The temptation is
great to make an unwise expenditure. Avoid exclusive boutiques
and distant relatives with sad stories.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is an 8 - It’s a tough
day, but don’t give up - you can work out a compromise. Plan a
private celebration for later.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is a 7 - The situation’s
interesting, if somewhat difficult now. The first suggestion you
try may not work, so don’t spend too much time or money on it.
Be skeptical.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 7 - You’ll be making
money without much effort, once you get the routine down.
Don’t spend it yet, there are complications as yet undiscovered.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 6 - Don’t tell everything you know. Manage the conversation. Even one who’s rather
a bore will draw attention away, and that’s one of your objectives.

“The Daily Egyptian is the
key to any great civilization!”
— Gusimus Maximus

(c) 2006, TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES INC.
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Sudoku

By Michael Mepham

PHOWO
Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

©2006 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

JUTSO

Friday’s puzzle
Solution to Tuesday’s
puzzle

LACKET
www.jumble.com

RAHNGE
Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Answer here:
Yesterday’s
Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!
© 2006 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

11/29/06

“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
PROVE
BYLAW
FROSTY
HAWKER
DADDY
MYRIAD
RAREFY
Jumbles: CHAFE
What the
thought
was
—bed, the
the burglar
butler and
maiditdid
the
Answer: When
“SAFE”
WORK
rich
boy’s
friend said he — HAD IT “MADE”
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SWIMMING & DIVING

Six Salukis head to U.S. Open
Santoro looks to
build from 2005
performance
Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN

All the long hours of practice
throughout the year culminate at this
point — Thursday’s U.S. Open at
Purdue University should prove the
most difficult test for the SIU swimming and diving team.
The Salukis, who will face a slew
of top swimmers in the nation on
undoubtedly the largest stage of the
season, are coming off a pair of second-place finishes at the Northwestern
Invitational on Nov. 20.
Six SIU swimmers qualified for the
most prestigious meet of the season,
which includes more than 80 schools
and clubs from around the country.
Juniors Stephen Ackermann,
Antonio Santoro and Julie Ju as
well as sophomores Alex Marrucho
and Dennis Hedo all qualified. In
addition to the five in school, SIU
alumnus Marcello Passato will also

PEAY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

be competing.
NCAA rules state that anyone
who qualifies for the meet, regardless of school status, can participate.
Passato graduated two years ago from
SIU and made the cut for the second
straight season.
In the 2005 U.S. Open, held at
Auburn University, Santoro was the
best of the bunch from SIU — he had
top-25 finishes in the 200- and 400meter freestyle and the 200 butterfly.
Santoro said his primary concern
this year is to equal or better his numbers from the 2005 meet by making
the group B or C circuit finals.
“The A bracket is going to be
tough to crack because that is the top
15 swimmers in the country,” Santoro
said. “I think it will be important to
watch the best swimmers in the nation
and see what they do differently.”
Among the potential swimmers to
emulate will be 2004 Olympic gold
medalist Michael Phelps.
Phelps, a junior at the University
of Michigan, is widely considered the
top swimmer in the country.
In addition to some of the top
competition in the world, the biggest
difference other than the size of the

meet might be the focus.
Head swimming and diving coach
Rick Walker said he would focus on
the individual performances rather
than the team.
“Obviously we want to see everyone do well, but this is a time to
shine individually,” Walker said. “This
meet shows whether there is more
work to be done or if it’s time to be
rewarded.”
Ju could be one to reap the benefits
— she will be competing in the 50,
100 and 500 freestyle, all of which she
holds top times for in the Missouri
Valley Conference.
Ju has been climbing SIU record
books and smashing recent competition in the MVC. Ju, though, said she
doesn’t have big expectations for her
first U.S. Open.
“It’s hard to say where I want to
finish, but I’ve been working harder
than I ever have this year,” Ju said.
“We haven’t really changed much in
practice this week because things have
been going well for us lately.”
Matt Hartwig can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or
matt_hartwig@dailyegyptian.com.

16

In the Nov. 24 loss to the University
of San Francisco, the Salukis were outscored 29-18 in the first half before
rebounding to outscore the Dons 42-38
in the second.
Moore said that as a leader she
needs to demand a full effort in practice
before it can carry over into games and
added it would be important for the
Salukis to play better team basketball.
“We need all 11 girls because all
11 girls bring something different to
the table,” Moore said. “One person
can’t win the game. It has to be a team
effort.”
B RETT N ADAL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Scott Mieszala can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 282 or
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com.

The Saluki women’s basketball team works on its defensive
positioning against a training squad Tuesday morning at the SIU
Arena.
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Saluki Insider
Saluki Banter

SALUKI ‘Quote of the Week’

In the midst of a heated AFC playoff race, Denver Broncos head coach Mike Shanahan
decided to bench incumbent starter Jake Plummer with rookie quarterback Jay Cutler.
Plummer carried a 39-15 record as the Broncos’ quarterback. Does this move make sense?

“I think it sums
up our year. It sums
up the type of kids
we have. I think it
sums up Southern
Illinois. It sums up
the hard hat, lunch
pale, fight your guts
off every day, never
get down, never
quit — find a way
to get things done. Southern Illinois is a
team community.”

JORDAN WILSON
jordan_wilson@
dailyegyptian.com

“It doesn’t make sense right now. It usually
takes a rookie QB a couple of starts to get
acclimated – check Vince Young. If Shanahan
wanted Cutler to be his guy in the postseason,
he should have made this tug weeks ago.”

“I said at the beginning of the season that
Cutler would start before the season was over.
Mike Shanahan never stays with a player too
long, just look at the Broncos’ rushing corps.
This does not, however, mean it is the right
move. The Broncos are in a playoff position
and need the veteran leadership of Plummer.”

BRIAN FELDT
brian_feldt@
dailyegyptian.com

Jerry Kill

Jerry Kill on the Salukis 36-30 Division
I playoff win over the University of
Tennesse-Martin.

“It makes sense because right now I’d say

SCOTT MIESZALA the two are even. Cutler’s inexperienced, but
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com

GRIZZLIES
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“Their defensive line is very quick
and probably the deepest that you will
find anywhere in the country right
now,” Dougherty said. “A lot will
depend on how the Saluki front can
push them back and give SIU some
holes to run through.”
Montana’s four-man defensive
front boasts returnees and has three
upperclassmen — sophomore defensive tackle Craig Mettler is the only
underclassman on the starting line.
Highlighting the veteran group is
defensive end Kroy Biermann — the
junior leads the Grizzlies in assisted
tackles (49), total tackles (69), tackles
for a loss (12.5), sacks (10.5) and pass
breakups (5).
Biermann, a relentless pass rusher,
is also a Buck Buchanan Award finalist. The Buchanan Award honors the
top Division I-AA defensive player
of the year.
Biermann was a major contributor in Montana’s first-round playoff
win against McNeese State — he
collected 10 tackles and 1.5 sacks.
Offensively, the Grizzlies have
seen better days — Montana has lost
two of its top running backs to injury
this season.
A rushing corps that averages
144.2 yards per game and has found
the end zone 20 times this season
is a compilation of multiple rushers,
Hauck said.

Plummer’s shaky. If Cutler can grasp the NFL
quickly, this move could take the Broncos deep.
But that depends on if they can resuscitate
the running game, which should happen with
Tatum Bell’s return Sunday.”

Montana is without a 1,000-yard
rusher this season and relies on a
trio of backs to get the job done
in running backs Reggie Bradshaw,
Brady Green and Thomas BrooksFletcher.
“We lost two of our top guys,
which was a big deal for us, so we are
kind of a rushing-by-committee type
of deal,” Hauck said. “Our throwing
game is West Coast-based. It is a balanced offense, and we are going to try
some things with the passing game to
try and beat them.”
Senior quarterback Josh Swogger
leads the offense, which is predominately a pass-first system, with his
205.6 yards per game and 15 touchdowns.
Swogger spreads the abundance
of his passes to three receivers —
Ryan Bagley, Eric Allen and Craig
Chambers — all three of the receivers
have recorded more than 500 yards
receiving and have caught at least four
touchdown passes from Swogger.
The passing game in general averages 231.1 yards per game and has
scored 17 touchdowns on the season.
Hauck said the aerial attack should
be vital for a win against the Salukis.
“We are going to try some things
with the passing game to try and
beat them,” Hauck said. “They look
good, and it should be a fun game to
play for both teams.”
Brian Feldt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or at
brian_feldt@dailyegyptian.com.

Do you have questions for the
Saluki Banter that you want
answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com.

MEN’S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
Date

Opponent

Time

Louisiana Tech

TBA

Dec. 2

Saint Louis

TBA

Dec. 9

Western Kentucky

TBA

Dec. 17

Indiana

8:00 p.m.

Nov. 29

Dec. 20
Dec. 23

Central Michigan 7:05 p.m.
Saint Mary’s

11:00 a.m.

Dec. 29

Illinois State

TBA

Jan. 1

Wichita State

TBA

Jan. 4

Drake

TBA

Jan. 6

Northern Iowa

TBA

Jan. 10

Bradley

TBA

Jan. 13

Missouri State

TBA

Jan. 15

Drake

TBA

Jan. 17

Evansville

TBA

Jan. 20

Creighton

TBA

Jan. 23

Northern Iowa

TBA

Jan. 27

Illinois State

TBA

Jan. 31

Indiana State

TBA

Feb. 3

Wichita State

TBA

Feb. 7

Bradley

TBA

Feb. 10

Creighton

TBA

Feb. 13

Missouri State

TBA

Feb. 17

ESPN Brack Busters

TBA

Feb. 21

Indiana State

TBA

Feb. 24

Evansville

TBA

Mar. 1

State Farm/MVC Tournament TBA

Mar. 2

State Farm/MVC Tournament TBA

Mar. 3

State Farm/MVC Tournament TBA

Mar. 4

State Farm/MVC Tournament TBA

www.siuDE.com
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It all comes down to this:
SIU swimming and diving team looks to
finish year strong at U.S. Open, page 14

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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FOOTBALL

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Grizzlies’ defense will play key role

Salukis host
Austin Peay

Brian Feldt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Arkee Whitlock might have his
work cut out for him Saturday.
The University of Montana, the
SIU football team’s quarterfinals
opponent, boasts one of the deepest and most dangerous defenses in
Division I-AA football. The Grizzlies
pose a serious threat to the Salukis’
chances of advancing to the semifinals
for the first time
since 1983 — the
year the Salukis won
the national championship.
The No. 2-ranked Grizzlies, who
defeated McNeese State 31-6 on Nov.
25, will host the Salukis and should
present a more unique style of defense
than SIU has played against in the
past.
Montana head coach Bob Hauck
said his defense doesn’t necessarily
possess the speed that most Gateway
Football Conference teams boast —
the Grizzlies prefer to play a more

tenacious and physical type of game.
“We are not as fast like some of
those teams that SIU has played,”
Hauck said. “We are a big group that
likes to hit people. We are pretty good
fundamentally, and we pride ourselves
in tackling hard and finishing those
tackles.”
The Grizzlies’ defensive line is a
testament to Montana’s defensive philosophy — the line has only allowed
an average of 98.1
rushing yards a game
and a total of nine
touchdowns on the
ground all season.
To put the statistic into perspective, Whitlock has rushed for 11
touchdowns in his last three games
and 25 on the season.
Matt Dougherty, the Sports
Network’s executive coordinator for Division I-AA football, said
Montana’s defensive line is very good
and has a legitimate shot at stopping
Whitlock come Saturday.

Game to be first
meeting of teams
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

See GRIZZLIES, Page 15
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Defensive end Kroy Biermann of the University of Montana is one of
the top defensive players in the nation and a Buck Buchanan Award
finalist. Biermann and the Grizzlies will play the Salukis on Saturday in
the Division I-AA National Championship quarterfinals.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

On the road again:
Jordan Wilson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU men’s basketball team
didn’t have long to reflect on its huge
victory Sunday over Virginia Tech — it
literally had hours.
Less than a day after arriving home
from their 2-1 stint at the Old Spice
Classic in Florida — which was capped
by the win over the Hokies — the
Salukis were already catching a flight
Tuesday to Louisiana.
The Salukis will try to build on their
4-1 start to the season tonight in a tilt
with Louisiana Tech.
It will be the Bulldogs’ (1-3) first
game of the season, and even though
the Salukis have played three games on
the road, they have been in a tournament setting at neutral sites.
Helping the Salukis build off of
their successful road swing will be a suffocating defense. While the Bulldogs
average 62 points a game, the Salukis
have held opponents to 50 per contest
this season.
After the Old Spice Classic, head
coach Chris Lowery said his toughnosed defense left a lasting impression
on those in attendance.
“When you’re on national TV and

they’re saying you’re one of the best
defensive teams in the country, it’s a
credit to our kids,” Lowery said.
Aside from a stifling defense, the
Salukis may have a slight chip on
the shoulder. Last season, as part of
the eBay Bracket Buster, SIU lost to
Louisiana Tech in February at the SIU
Arena. The 54-51 defeat was only the
Salukis’ third home loss since the 20012002 season, a stretch in which they
compiled a 68-3 record.
Unlike last season, the Salukis won’t
be charged with the heavy task of shutting down one of the top post players in the country. A season ago, the
Salukis tried to do just that against the
Bulldogs’ Paul Millsap.
Millsap, who entered the game as
the nation’s leading rebounder, finished
with 25 points, six rebounds and six
steals.
Millsap won’t give the Salukis any
fits this year as the Utah Jazz selected
him in the second round of the NBA
draft.
Another stark difference from a
season ago is the Salukis enter the
game with a proven frontcourt. Junior
forward Randal Falker was named
the 2006 Missouri Valley Conference
MVP while junior forward Matt Shaw

Dawgs look to build on successful start to
season with game against Louisiana Tech
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Jamaal Foster looks to pass during the SIU vs. Murray State University
game Nov. 19 at the SIU Arena. The Salukis play tonight at Louisiana Tech.
was named the MVC’s Player of the
Week on Monday.
Shaw turned in a career-high 26
points, which is also a season-high
for SIU, in the Salukis’ 69-53 victory
over the University of Minnesota the
day after Thanksgiving. Shaw averaged
16.6 points per game at the Old Spice
Classic and accounts for 13 points and
6.6 rebounds a contest.

Lowery said he wasn’t surprised by
Shaw’s efforts because he puts a lot of
stock in all of his players.
“That’s what we expect out of all our
kids,” Lowery said. “Him and Randal
are tough to deal with.”
Jordan Wilson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.

The SIU women’s basketball
team will soon get to apply its
knowledge gained from a rough
holiday break.
The Salukis (1-4), fresh off
of a three-game losing streak, are
hoping to bounce back tonight
as they host Austin Peay State
University (1-4).
SIU and the Lady Governors
are in similar situations — both
possess identical records and
have lost three straight. Tip-off
is set for 7:05 p.m. at the SIU
Arena.
In the past three games, SIU
has averaged 21 turnovers a
game, including 23 in its previous game against the University
of Kentucky.
Head coach Dana Eikenberg
said the focus against Austin
Peay will be ball control, which
would limit SIU turnovers.
“We gave people many more
possessions of the ball than we
really wanted them to have,”
Eikenberg said. “For us, that
means we’ve got to work a lot
harder.”
The Salukis’ head coach said
the past week was a tough one,
losing three of four, but could
also be a learning experience.
Eikenberg said she has seen
great work ethic during practice
and hopes the Odwalla Classic
in San Francisco made her team
hungrier.
“We did some really good
things,” Eikenberg said. “I’m
pleased with our efforts. I’m
pleased with some of our defensive games.”
Eikenberg singled out junior
forward Debbie Burris’ last two
games as encouragement for
players’ effort.
Eikenberg said she challenged
Burris after her performance in
the Nov. 21 loss to Saint Louis
University, saying she was a better player than she showed in the
game in which she shot 1-of-3
from three-point range.
In the next two games, Burris
averaged 14.5 points, shooting 5for-7 from beyond the arch.
“Debbie Burris had a great
weekend,” Eikenberg said. “I
thought she made big strides.”
In contrast, Eikenberg said
freshman forward Dana Olsen
has battled inconsistency all season.
Eikenberg said it’s to be
expected of a freshman, while
Olsen said she plans to work
harder in practice and assert herself more during games.
“I need to work on being
stronger with the ball,” Olsen
said. “I have to focus on being
more consistent. If I’m not going
to have a 24-point game, I still
need to produce where other
people aren’t.”
Senior forward Carlai Moore
said another problem for the
team is a failure to play well for
entire games.
See PEAY, Page 14

